Graduate Student Position in Climate Change Forest Ecology Research
University of British Columbia

The Temporal Ecology Lablis looking for a bright, motivated and collaborative researcher to join
the lab as a PhD student to study how seed and seedling pathogens influence forest regeneration
and diversity. Certain tree species have evolved a strategy called masting, where they produce
large numbers of seeds one year (a ‘mast’ year) and very few the next, with mast years likely
synchronized across all local trees. Theory holds that seed consumers cannot consume all seeds
in mast years, because their populations decline in non-mast years, giving seeds a higher chance
of success. Most masting studies focus on small mammals or insects as likely seed consumers,
ignoring the role that soil-based pathogens (fungi/bacteria) play in these dynamics. This project
is in close collaboration with the Plant Ecology Group at ETH Ziirich, which is led by Professor
Janneke Hille Ris Lambers (she / her).

We are looking for a PhD student to join a team of researchers at University of British Columbia
(UBC) and ETH Ziirich who are studying masting in Swiss and North American (Washington
state, USA) temperate forests. The PhD student would work collaboratively with this team,
with a focus on how pathogens influence tree regeneration and whether effects are consistent
with masting theories.

The PhD candidate will lead lab- and field-based studies on the effects of seed pathogens on
seed mortality, and potentially develop new statistical models to estimate mast seed dynamics.
They will also contribute to ongoing observational monitoring of seed production and seedling
regeneration in US forests. The ideal candidate is therefore enthusiastic about the topic and has
relevant lab, field and computational skills (see below for more details). Ideal start dates are
January or September 2026.

This position would be based in the Temporal Ecology Lab at UBC (Vancouver, Canada) and
could include additional research related to the lab’s core research areas of climate impacts on
phenology, community assembly via the temporal niche, trophic interactions, forest regenera-
tion, as well as population and variety diversity of domesticated and wild Vitis.

This position is co-advertised by the Plant Ecology Group at ETH Zirich and the Temporal
Ecology Lab at UBC with the expectation to hire one student.

A successful applicant would have/be:

— An MSc degree with some experience in ecology or a related field

— Some experience with R or Python (or similar), and potentially also LaTeX and git;
applicants without experience in these languages that are excited to learn them quickly
are also encouraged to apply.

— Some lab and/or field experience.

Excited to work with and mentor undergraduate students
— Ability to be a good lab and community member.

To apply email the following to E. M. Wolkovich at e.wolkovich@ubc.ca (informal inquiries
welcome):


https://temporalecology.org
https://plantecology.ethz.ch/

— Email (or include a cover letter) including a brief description of research interests and
reason to want to go to graduate school, as well as potential fit in the lab (see ‘successful
applicant’ list above; maximum of half page)

— Curriculum vitae or resume (PDF please)

Application review will begin 1 July and continue until the position is filled.




